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Isn’t Neighbourhood Watch old 
hat in modern-day policing?

John Hayward-Cripps – CEO, Neighbourhood Watch Network

Cheryl Spruce – Head of Membership & Community Engagement



Neighbourhood Watch 
as a movement 

• Over 2.3M household supporters
• Over 90K street coordinators, 

60K active volunteers
• Over 1.4M supporters on the 

Neighbourhood Watch Alert 
database

• 50% of membership is under 50 
years

• 1.3M visits our website last year - 
4X more Young People



Friendly
Trusted

Active
5-YEAR STRATEGY (2020 – 2025)

• The authoritative voice on community-based crime prevention -         
77% responders agree NW is effective at preventing crime (2024: 65% 2023: 
64%; 2022: 57%

• The most popular gateway for citizens to engage in their locality -      
71% agree that that NW provides the first step for neighbours to connect 
(2024 - 65%; 2023 - 57%; 2022 - 50%)

• A recognised contributor to community health & wellbeing                 
82% responders agree NW contributes to community health and 
wellbeing (2024 - 71%; 2023 - 66%; 2022 - 62%)

• 81% responders agree Neighbourhood Watch supports vulnerable people in 
the community 

• 82% agree Neighbourhood Watch strengthens community spirit
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Neighbourhood Policing Guarantee

• Trust and confidence
• Five pillars

• Police back on the Beat
• Community Led Policing
• Performance Standards and Professionalism
• Addressing Antisocial Behaviour
• Safer Town Centres
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Rosegrove Neighbourhood Watch 
Burnley, Lancashire
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Greenwich Neighbourhood Watch 
- London

30% 27%
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Cumbria Neighbourhood 
Watch
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Neighbourhood Watch 
in Devon and Cornwall
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Neighbourhood Watch – 
Community Police Awards   
• Worked with Neighbourhood Watch to help 

a community feel safer or improve community links

• Supported a Neighbourhood Watch group or individual 
member in their activities – this could be participating in a 
local litter pick or event, delivering or supporting crime 
prevention meetings

• Helped set up new Neighbourhood Watch 
schemes or helped grow or strengthen an existing one – 
this could be helping to canvass for new members or helping 
residents to start one up in their area

If an officer’s actions have helped bring neighbours together, reduced fear of crime, or 
strengthened community confidence, we want to hear about it.
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Contacts
• Website: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk

• CEO email: john.haywardcripps@ourwatch.org.uk

• Head of Membership and Community Engagement: 
cheryl.spruce@ourwatch.org.uk

• ASB: Say NO to ASB | Neighbourhood Watch Network (ourwatch.org.uk)

• Community Safety Charter: Community Safety Charter | Neighbourhood 
Watch Network (ourwatch.org.uk)

• Impact Report: NW 202324 Impact Report Digital-compressed_1.pdf
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